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FULL SCORE 



Instrumentation 
3.3.3.3. - 4.3.3.1. - T+2 - pf- str.; 1 org solo 

Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

Cor Anglais 

2 Bb Clarinets 

Bb Bass Clarinet 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

4 F Horns  

3 C Trumpets 

2 Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

Timpani 

2 Percussion* 

Piano 

Organ 

Strings  

Percussion 1 

 Tam-tam (shared with Perc. 2) 
 Glockenspiel 
 Bass Drum 

Percussion 2 

 Vibraphone 
 Large Sus. Cymbal 

 Tam-tam (shared with Perc. 1) 



Programme Notes 

The title When it hits the ocean below is a simple phrase alluding to something called ‘Iceberg 
Calving’ which, as we know, is happening more and more often due to global warming.  This 

description indicates much more, however, in that when an iceberg is ‘calved’ from a glacier or 
ice shelf it creates a tremendous amount of noise and impact.  The ‘calved’ ice appears to move 
in slow motion, it is so large.  Some have been known to trigger earthquakes and, depending on 

the size, tsunamis. 

Elements of Iceberg Calving in the music: 
The piano and organ parts function as a nearly constant trickle that runs 
through the core of the piece, like the slow but persistent melting of ice 
into water. The trickles can either stay small and delicate, or they can 

converge into crevasse-forming torrents.  The piano is often a bridge that 
connects the magnitude of the organ timbre to the rest of the orchestra, 

and so the organ and piano have a constant and very important 
relationship throughout the piece.  At the end of the third movement there 
is a moment of silence where the sound is actually so low that you can only 
feel it – a special sound that the Fred J Cooper Memorial Organ makes 
and is particular to its construction.  This passage in the music parallels 
the moment of an ice calving event which seems to occur in slow motion 

when watching it.  The final movement represents the aftermath of an 
iceberg being release into the water and away from its glacial parent. 


























