
Commissioned by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, premiered in October 2022, performed by Yinuo Mu, conducted by Nodoka Okisawa. 

SONARMILO 
CONCERTANTE FOR HARP AND ORCHESTRA

Melody Eötvös 

 

© Melody Eötvös 2022 | Eötvös Publishing 

Approx. 15 minutes

SAMPLE

mailto:melody.eotvos@hotmail.com


Instrumentation: 

Piccolo 

Flute 

Oboe 

Cor Anglais 

Bb Clarinet 

Bb Bass Clarinet 

Bassoon 

Contrabassoon 

4 F Horns 

2 C Trumpets 

2 Trombones 

Tuba 

Timpani 

2 Percussion* 

Harp (solo) 

Celesta 

Strings 

*PERCUSSION 1:

Glockenspiel

Bass Drum 

Vibraphone 

Large Suspended Cymbal 

Small Suspended Cymbal 

Medium Suspended Cymbal 

Sleigh Bells 

*PERCUSSION 2:

Tam-tam 

Large Suspended Cymbal 

Medium Suspended Cymbal 

Sleigh Bells 

Bass Drum 

Suspended Sizzle Cymbal 

SAMPLE



Program Notes: 

Sonarmilo is the Esperanto word for ‘sound weapon’.  The harp is one of the oldest instruments in the world, dating back 

to around 3500BC in Mesopotamia.  Early depictions of harps and lyres show a common resemblance with a hunter’s bow, 

and the instrument was indeed adapted from the weapon.  We can easily imagine someone sitting with their bow and idly 

plucking at the string.   It is from here that this Concertante for Harp and Orchestra begins.  While the first movement 

doesn’t begin quite so idly, the music does aim to capture a more dangerous and edgy portrait of the harp. 

In the second movement we see a more relaxed and sonorous character, while the third movement brings the piece home 

with a rush.   

The harp is not an easy instrument to write for, let alone balance as a soloist with an entire orchestra.  As such all my 

thanks goes to the stunning Yinuo Mu for her patience with me, the guidance she gave freely, and her unparalleled ability 

to bring this piece alive! 

- Melody Eötvös
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?

-

-

&

>

&

>
>

?
>

?

> >

?

> >

?
∑ ∑ ∑

/

Bass Drum

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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˙ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ ˙# ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙
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œ
Œ
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Œ

œ œ
Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ

œ
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œ
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ææææ
˙<b> ™

ææææ
˙ ™

ææææ
˙ ™ ˙# ™ ˙ ™

˙# ™ ˙ ™
˙# ™ ˙ ™
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Œ
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b œ
œœ

n
œ
œ
œ

n

#
n

œ

œœ

#

#

œ
œœ
b

b
œ
œ
œn

b œœœ
b
b

œœ
œ

n
b

˙b ™ ˙ ™

˙b ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

Œ Œ

œb ˙ ™ ˙ ™

Sonarmilo - full score

31

SAMPLE



{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

Cbsn.

Hn. 1. 3.

Hn. 2. 4.

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Hp.

Cel.

Vln.

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

P

238

p

p

p

p
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ppp f
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